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Dr .  D ianne  R .  N ie l son ,
U tah  D iv i s ion  o f  o i1 ,
355 West  Nor th Temple
3 Tr iad Center ,  Sui te
Sal t  Lake Ci ty ,  Utah

Dear Dianne:

The Div is ion has rev iewed the updated p lans for  Genwal  Coal
Companyrs Crandal l  Canyon Mine.  Contents of  these recent  changes
have not  addressed the Div is ionrs concerns out l ined in  a le t ter
dated Decembet  6,  L990.  We would l ike to  see a rn ine p lan amendment
that  addresses the concerns as l is ted below.

The mine p lan accurate ly  ident i f ies the presence of  a  golden eagle
nes t  (nes t  No .  L8 l - .  L67 )  i n  C randa l l  Canyon .  As  s ta ted ,  t he  nes t
was inactive from I9B2 through 1987 after producing one young in
1"980.  Cont inued observat ions of  go lden eagles in  the area leave
open the dist inct possibi l i ty that nesting may occur in the future.
The mine p lan s tates that  moni tor ing and n i t igat ion measures wi l l
be implemented when eagles are observed at the nesting site
(Sec t i on  10 .3 .3 ,  page  l - 0 -3 ,  and  Sec t i on  l - ' 2 . 4 .3  ,  page  12 -15 )  .  Th i s
posi t ion needs to  be nrodi f ied.  Regard less of  whether  or  not  the
bi rds are present  in  a g iven year ,  the nest  is  considered of
cr i t ica l  va lue.  Potent ia l  impacts to  the nest  i tse l f  must  be
considered.  When eagles are present ,  the cruc ia l  breeding season
(February 1 -  Ju ly  15)  is  a lso of  impor tance.

The "Vegetat ion and Terrest r ia l  Wi ld l i fe  Repor tn inc luded in
Sec t i on  1O-3  shou ld  be  co r rec ted  as  fo l l ows :  The  Wi l l i amsonrs
sapsucker  (page 46) ,  a  species having h igh federa l  in terest ,  has
been documented to  ut i l ize (nest )  the envi rons of  the Hunt ington
drainage typical to those found in the Crandall  Canyon. This use
needs to  be ident i f ied.

State protected species of Crandall  and Huntington Canyons are
l is ted on page 49.  A l l  amphib ian and rept i l ian species are
protected in  Utah.  This  l is t  ident i f ies the t iger  sa lamander  as
the only protected. amphibian species present. The entire l ist from
Table 5 (page 55)  should,  occur  here.  In  addi t ion,  there are
protected rept i l ian species that  may inhabi t  the area.  Note:
Snake dens, i f  found, should be protected and reported to DWR.

CrandalL Creek is  c lass i f ied as a Class f f I  B t rout  f ishery.  As
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such, water quali ty is important for the maintenance of healthy,
natura l ly - reproducing populat ions.  Turb id i ty ,  as measured in
Nephlometr ic  Turb id i ty  Uni ts  (NTU),  must  not  be a l lowed to increase
beyond 10? of background measurements. This requirement should be
ind i ca ted  i n  Sec t i on  10 .6

With reference to  the proposed seed.  mix (Appendix  3-15) ,  we
recommend the addi t ion of  the fo l lowing species:  hard sheep fescue
(Fes tuca  ov ina ) ,  I nd ian  r i ceg rass  (Orvzops i s  h r rmeno ides ) ,  Pa ln re r
penstemon (Penstemon pal rner i ) ,  Rocky Mounta in penstemon (Penstemon
str ic tus) ,  Por ter  l icor iceroot  (L iqust icum por ter i ) ,  and mounta in
big sagebrush (Ar temesia Lr identata vaseyana) .  The sagebrush
species should not  be covered.  I t  should be hydrosprayed in  the
seed n ix  s lur ry  or  broadcast  over  the sur face before dr i l l ing or
nulch ing.  Appl icat ion rates of  broadcasted seed should be doubled.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comrnent.

S ince re l y ,  :

cc: Daron Haddock


